
Behavior
They might be beautiful looking birds but if you are thinking about adopting a harlequin parrot, the 
most important thing is their temperament. This is a very intelligent species that is easy to train to do 
tricks like waving and talking. 

They can learn around 15 words or expressions. Everyone knows that parrots in general are chatty and 
harlequin macaws are known to be pretty loud in the morning. As well as chattiness, you can expect 
some pretty regular screeching to get you out of bed!

Depending on their genetics, the birds will take on personality traits from each parent. The 
green-winged macaw is more known for being docile whereas the blue and gold macaw has a cheeky 
nature which gives the harlequin parrot it’s clownish traits.

One thing to remember is that they need to socialize with di�erent people so they don’t develop pref-
erences for individuals and continue to be friendly with all of your house visitors. The biggest thing to 
consider when adopting a harlequin parrot is their lifespan. Adopting any pet is a big commitment but 
even more so with harlequin macaws who can live for 50-80 years.

Raising A Harlequin Macaw As A Pet
Now that we know a little bit more about the harlequin macaw let’s take a look at what you can expect 
from this species as a pet. As mentioned, they are rarely seen in the wild so being bred in captivity 
means they are easily domesticated.
Diet
Harlequin macaws are known for eating a range of foods including seeds, nuts, fruits and vegetables. 
Giving them a bit of variation in their diets will keep them happy and they need foods that are rich in 
oils and high in calories to preserve their energy.

A combination of a high-quality seed and pellet mix and bird-safe fruit and vegetables is the best daily 
diet. Safe fruits include apples, mangoes and peaches, and safe vegetables are varied including aspara-
gus, beets, bell peppers, broccoli, butternut, carrots, corn on the cob, dandelion greens, collard greens, 
hot peppers, mushrooms, spinach, sweet potatoes, tomatoes and zucchini. 

Depending on their size they will eat ½ - ¾ of a cup of each every day.
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